The effect of a single colony of the red wood ant, Formica polyctena, on the spider fauna (Araneae) of a beech forest floor.
The predation on spiders in a forest ecosystem by a colony of red wood ants, Formica polyctena, was estimated using a barrier to isolate the colony. Of the ants' total prey, 4.6% were spiders. In order to estimate the effect of F. polyctena within their hunting area on the spider population, the spiders' population density was studied inside and outside the hunting area. Samples of the forest floor were taken, spider webs were counted and pitfall traps were used. No significant difference was found in density or composition of the spider fauna inside and outside the hunting area.